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VISIT WITH HEZZIE NEW
TO WRDO-WLBZ LISTENERS
Paul Gill Heads 
Five-Days-Week
Homespun Stanza
Bringing a half hour of homespun 
philosophy liberally sprinkled with 
“down East’’ humor, helpful sugges­
tions and advice, and a touch of re­
ligious music, is the new five-days- 
weekly program A Visit With Hezzie, 
now aired by stations WRDO, Augusta 
and WLBZ, Bangor.
Featuring “Uncle Hezzie”, a char­
acter long known to WCSH audiences 
in connection with The Trading Post 
and Down Maine Hoedown programs, 
the new half hour show is brought to 
Central and Eastern Maine audiences 
from 5.30 to 6.00 p. m. Monday through 
Friday. Hezzie is portrayed by Paul 
Gill. Music is supplied by Dick Lewis 
at the Hammond organ.
Uncle Hezzie weaves into the steady­
moving fabric of his program bits of 
homely philosophy, a thought-provok­
ing poem, a well known hymn and 
helpful suggestions on every-day liv­
ing, together with answers to listeners’ 
questions on personal problems.
Mail returns indicate the program 
is “catching on” fast among WRDO 
and WLBZ listeners. It is piped to 
the two stations from WCSH but it is 
not carried by the latter because of 
network commitments at that time of 
day not shared by the other two sta­
tions.
Hezzie sings and Dick plays list­
eners’ request selections also. A high­
light of each day’s program is the 
salute to listeners’ birthday or wedding 
anniversary, with the “anniversary 
chimes”. Listeners write to Hezzie 
in advance notifying him of birthday 
or wedding anniversaries of relatives 
or friends. In addition to his radio 
work, Gill is entertainment director 
for Valle’s Inn, Scarboro.
TELEBEAUTY — Comely Ann 
Irish, NBC Television actress, has 
played a wide variety of roles on her 
WNBT shows, from a pretty ingenue 
to a completely be-masked “lioness” 
in The Last War.
Songs By Como
On Discs Aired
Hit Parade Back On NBC With 
Andy Russell - - Mark Warnow
Perry Como
Recognizing the height of popularity 
to which the NBC Supper Club star 
has risen, a Portland sponsor now 
offers songs by Perry Como via re­
cords to an early morning audience 
once weekly. It is The Little Record 
Show, heard over WCSH Saturdays 
from 7.45 to 8.00 a. m., and sponsored 
by the E. A. Little Carpet Cleaning 
Co.
Bob Dargo, popular WCSH an­
nouncer, serves as the show’s emcee 
and platter spinner. Only records by 
Como are used on the program. Last 
year the same sponsor presented a 
program of Bing Crosby records.
Big City Blues
Announcer Gayne Whitman of 
NBC’s Cavalcade of America, heard 
Mondays, 8:00 p m. recently visited 
New. York with the program, for the 
first time since he went West 34 years 
ago.
Whitman found the city so changed 
that he kept getting lost. He and Mrs. 
Whitman went to Queens to see F. 
E. Boone, the tobacco auctioneer. 
When they returned to midtown, they 
were heading for 42nd street so got off 
the subway at 36th street. It turned 
out to be 36th street in Queens, several 
miles from their destination.
Another time, Whitman was lost in 
the tunnels connecting Grand Central 
with several hotels. Again, he was 
trying to get to get to Cavalcade re­
hearsal and became so entagled with 
an NBC guided tour that he was 10 
minutes late.
He was glad to return to the com­
parative tranquility of life in Holly­
wood.
Morgan Beatty, NBC Washington 
News of the World commentator, tells 
the story that his young son is called 
Spud at school, because the other 
youngsters say his father is a “common 
‘tater”.
Check Your Subscription Date, Please!
For some of our subscribers, this month marks the expiration of their 
subscriptions. An easy way to check is by noting the figures at the right 
of your name and address on Page 3.
For instance, subscriptions expiring this month are dated 5/47, which 
stands for May 1947. Check your figures NOW. This may be your 
last issue under your present subscription. If so, and you wish to renew, 
simply clip off the top of the page, including the printed box, your name 
and address and the expiration date at the right. Check whether you wish 
to renew for one or two years, and mail the clipping with the correct 
remittance, to your nearest MeBS station - WCSH, Portland; WRDO, 
Augusta; or WLBZ, Bangor.
SUMMER PROGRAMS
READIED FOR NBC
One of radio’s most popular music­
als returned to the NBC network 
late in April when Your Hit Parade 
took over the Saturday night half 
hour, 9.00 to 9.30, replacing the Roy 
Rogers show.
The program, as Maine Broadcast­
ing System listeners all over the state 
recognized, has been streamlined to a 
half hour, fast-paced procession of the 
week’s top tunes and surprise “ex­
tras”.
Andy Russell, handsome baritone, 
is the singing star and is host to 
feminine guest stars each week, start­
ing with Ginny Simms. Russell has 
been the featured Hit Parade voca­
list since June of last year.
Mark Warnow is conductor of the 
orchestra. He has been in radio for 
18 years and a batoneer since 1939 on 
this same program. Many stars have 
appeared on Your Hit Parade and its 
muscial predecessors through the 
years—from the 1928 Lucky Strike 
Hour with Frank Luther and B. A. 
Rolfe’s orchestra, to the present serie.s
From 1928 to 1933 the Lucky Strike 
Hour was on the air with three mas- 
ters-of-ceremonies. . .Walter Winchell, 
Ed Thorgeson and Walter O’Keefe. 
Such stars of the time as Jean Har­
low, Lilyan Tashman, Weber and 
Fields and Bert Lahr appeared on the 
programs. The first ‘Hit Parade” 
series was heard on NBC in 1935 when 
Lennie Hayton’s orchestra, singers 
Kay Thompson and Gogo deLys and 
emcee Warren Hull had the nation 
guessing at the top 10 tunes of the 
week.
Various leading orchestras of that 
day took their places on stage for the 
series. Your Hollywood Parade fol­
lowed in 1937 with Dick Powell as 
emcee and Rosemary Lane as singer. 
Your All-Time Hit Parade with “the 
best tunes of all come from Carnegie 
Hall” was presented on NBC during 
1943-44, with Mark Warnow’s and 
Tiny Hill’s orchestras, the renowned 
Milton Cross as host and Ethel Smith, 
swing organist, and Marie Green, 
vocalist.
Andy Russell left his studies and 
drumming at Los Angeles Roosevelt 
High School to join a name band as 
drummer-vocalist. He came eventual­
ly to the attention of radio producers 
and Paul Whiteman signed him to do 
his own 15-minute show on a nation­
wide network. This led to recordings 
and a movie film contract. Both pro­
motions clicked and radio in 1945 of­
fered Russell a four-figure weekly 
check on the Joan Davis show on NBC. 
In the Summer of 1946 he joined Your 
Hit Parade. He is married to Della 
Norell and the couple live in Encino, 
Calif.
Mark Warnow is one of the most 
versatile of modern maestros. He is 
well known for his classical concerts 
in Lewisohn Stadium with the New 
York Philharmonic Orchestra. He 
has played with Salvation Army units 
and on Staten Island ferryboats. 
Warnow was born in Russia and has 
lived in the USA since he was six 
years old. At 15 he was playing vio­
lin in his school orchestra. Two years 
later he played with a professional 
orchestra to help support his family.
When 18, he landed his first Broad­
way assignment, conducting the pit 
orchestra for Ziegfeld Follies. He re­
turned to the classics to conduct the 
orchestra for an opera company. 
Warnow’s radio career started in 
1929. His credits include many of 
radio’s top shows, such as Masquerade, 
We, The People, Chrysler Show, Helen 
Hayes Theater, Morton Downey Show, 
Connie Boswell Show and Sound Off, 
for the Army.
Fred Waring played to 187,000 pay­
ing patrons on his recent tour with 
the cast of his NBC program. This 
figure does not include the thousands 
who attended the free morning broad­
casts.
Romberg And
Van Heflin In 
June Schedule
The summer radio shows are lining 
up. First announcement of new pro­
grams named as replacements for 
three of the popular fall, winter and 
spring series now on the NBC net­
work, has been made in time for this 
issue of The Maine Broadcaster-
Jack Paar, comedian who gained 
prominence while touring with 
USO units during the war, will star 
in a new program series to replace 
Jack Benny during the Summer, 
starting Sunday, June 1. Benny 
will introduce Paar to his listeners 
on his last broadcast May 25, a 
broadcast in which Fred Allen also 
will participate.
The first change in the NBC schedule 
thus far announced will bring two 
“name” bands to replace Perry Como 
and Jo Stafford, stars of the Ches­
terfield Supper Club program, heard! 
over MeBS stations Monday through: 
Friday at 7.00 p. m. Beginning June 
9, the Supper Club show will offer 
Tex Beneke’s band Monday, Wednes­
day and Friday, in place of Como, and 
Frankie Carle’s music on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. Beneke will broad­
cast from New York and Carle from 
Hollywood- The replacement will 
continue for 13 weeks dating from 
June 9.
Beneke rose to stardom as a saxa- 
phonist with the late Glenn Miller. 
Carle won prominence as pianist with 
Horace Heidt.
The second replacement, schedu­
led to start June 10, will bring back 
for the third successive summer sea­
son An Evening With Romberg, fea­
turing the noted composer-conductor 
Sigmund Romberg, and a 58-piece 
orchestra, in place of the Red Skelton 
show Tuesdays at 10.30 p. m. An 
Evening With Romberg will feature 
much of the composer’s own music 
as well as that of other contemporary 
composers. Two young singers, yet 
to be announced, will be heard on 
the programs.
Popular motion picture star Van 
Heflin will be starred in the third of 
the new summer programs, an ad- 
vnture-mystery series titled The Ad­
ventures of Philip Marlowe. This 
series will be heard weekly begin­
ning June 17 on Tuesday evenings at 
10 o’clock in place of the Bob Hope 
program- The new series is based 
on the stories of Raymond Chandler,
author of such books as Murder, My 
Sweet, The Big Sleep, Lady in the 
Lake and The Brasher Doubloon.
Other summer programs undoubt­
edly will be announced in time for the 
june issue of The Maine Broadcaster.
Youngest and oldest Quiz Kids are 
Butch Goddard, 5, and Lois Jean 
Ashbeck, 22, who was on the program 
shortly after it went on the air in 
June, 1940.
Notes from the frozen North still 
congratulate Fred Allen and Portland 
Hoffa on the latter’s recent line about 
the Eskimo who stabbed himself with 
an icicle and died of cold cuts.
Peter Donald was highly gratified 
that he was the only comedian in­
vited to the Jefferson Day dinner in 
Washington last month. The invita­
tion came from President Truman and 
National Democratic Chairman Robert 
E. Hannegan.
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WHO HAS THE LAST LAUGH?
It is quite probable that what is said here may emerge as anti-cli- 
max by the time this page is printed and read.
It refers to the recent to-do between the National Broadcasting 
Company and one or more comedians, notably Fred Allen. The episode 
is of recent enough origin so that most of us remember the causus belli 
and its repercussions.
Fred Allen was cut off the air one Sunday evening the middle of 
April, for some 35 seconds. NBC said it happened because Allen decl
ined to omit from his script certain references to network personnel 
by inference, if not by reference, and poked fun at them, despite NBC’s 
request for such omission. Allen apparently didn’t like being told what 
he must omit, nor being cut off the air when he tried to use the portion 
of the script to which NBC objected.
Subsequently Bob Hope and Red Skelton, the following Tuesday, 
also were cut off the air briefly during their respective programs, when 
they would have voiced certain references to the Allen episode, in 
violation of NBC instructions, according to the network spokesman.
What is involved here is probably deeper than a matter of kidding 
by a comedian. It probably involves the matter of the network’s rights 
in censoring scripts. And on the other hand, the matter of censorship 
itself—free speech—limiting an artist’s privileges within the bounds of 
dean speech and good taste.
It isn’t particularly important to us as listeners here in Maine 
whether Fred Allen can poke fun at NBC executives and get away with 
it, or not. Allen adherents will stand with their favorite comedian. 
Some other listeners who think beyond the surface facts of the case will 
•lense that some moral obligation is involved and will side with the net­
work as protecting its rights and those of the audience.
Offhand, it would seem that NBC could well afford, in view of its 
No. 1 position in the broadcasting field, to take a little kidding and keep 
Its artists happy. Sponsors of several programs permit their comedians 
to take liberties wiht the advertising of their products, and sell the 
more of them as a result. There is little reason to believe that Allen 
or any rating comedian would carry the issue beyond the point of the 
 first few genuine laughs generated by the gag. These topnotch fun_ 
makers are the first to sense when the humor has dwindled in any given 
-situation.
AGNES GIBB’S LETTER
 WCSH Home Economics Director
Dear Friends:
Now that warmer days are more common we are all 
thinking of Summer clothes and as you plan and buy­
read the labels of all clothing and fabrics before you buy. 
Take your time to check on shrinkage—for upon this de­
pends the fit of the garment after washing. Is the material 
washable? That’s espcially important in Summer clothes 
and saves on cleaning bills. A crush-resisitant fabric is 
important, too, for it may save you many hot hours over 
the ironing board.
Colors fast to sunlight are a must unless you want 
to look drab and faded before the Summer is over. I 
dont’s say we can get all these qualities all the time, 
but they are available in many of our stores and as we 
consumers must ask-ask-ask! Just remember—do your 
shopping slowily and carefully.
For you who sew remember press­
press-press ! It will save time and 
give you a better looking garment. A 
useful trick is to let dresses hang a 
day or two before hemming. They 
won’t sag if you do.
Have you put away your winter 
Things? Be sure they have either been 
washed or dry-cleaned.
Dichloricide crystals are inexpen­
sive and the best moth preventative 
and can be obtained at any drug store. 
Add them to the tightly closed chest 
or closet in which your winter things 
are stored.
Just a word about food. Danelions 
will be with us long—Use the tender 
young danelion greens in salads, with 
french dressing. Remember that the 
same rule holds true for danelions as 
for other greens. Don’t cook them 
too long! Fiddle heads—milkweed,
Toscanini's Way
Arturo Toscanini, conductor of the 
NBC Symphony, is a great man. But 
great men are not always so easy to 
live with—as this now amusing inci­
dent in the life of Toscanini shows.
It was the family custom in Italy, 
when Toscanini conducted the opera, 
to wait until midnight for the family 
dinner. On arriving home one night 
after a performance, they all started 
mustard and other wild greens are 
easy to recongnize and delicious eat­
ing. The Extension Service has a 
bulletin to help you recognize these 
wild greens. Write your county Ex­
tension Office for a copy.
The following is a good variation to 





2 tsp dry mustard 
1/2 can tomato soup
1 cup vinegar
1 pt. oil
Beat well. Put 2 tsp. grated onion 
or a clove of garlic in jar. Makes 1 
qt.
Until tomorrow morning at 8:30.
Good bye 
—Agnes Gibbs
into the dining room. Toscanini ran 
ahead of his daughter Wally and 
asked, “Where are you going?”
“To the dining room of course, 
father,” she replied.
“What, you can eat after such a 
terrible performance!” he exclaimed. 
“No child of mine could want to eat 
tonight.”
And he locked the dining room 
door and the family went to bed 
dinnerless.
ARMY WEEK SPEAKERS—Maine’s Commander-in-Chief meets Brig. 
Gen. George J. Nold of the First Army when Governor Hildreth and the 
General were principal speakers at Army Day banquet held in the Capital City, 
attended by prominent Army, National Guard and Reserve Officers among 
others.
National Defense was keynote of addresses carried by MeBS stations WLBZ, 
Bangor, and WRDO, Augusta.
 MAINE FARM TOPICS 
 By JAKE BROFEE 
 Agricultural Director — Maine Broad casting System 
Springtime means spraying time here in the Pine Tree State, although 
some growers are inclined to take chances and delay their applications, result­
ing in poor pest control. Growers who attempt to spray once in two weeks 
whether the trees need it or not usually do not obtain satisfactory control of 
insects or diseases.
No doubt many 
of our orchard- 
ists here in 




Spring when the 
emperature 
reaches around 
35 or 40 degrees 
is the best time 
to kill various 
pests that have 
over - wintered 
on the trees. Insecticides employed 
in these dominant or semi-dominant 
sprays are pretty well limited now 
to oil and dinitro products. The oils 
will kill eggs of the European Red 
Mite, Fruit Tree Leaf Roller, Red 
Bug and various species of scale in­
sects.
By the time you have read this is­
sue, no doubt many orchardists are 
preparing to spray for scab control. 
New foliage should be covered with
a fungicide before rain and before 
the scab discharge is made, if clean 
fruit is desired. For example, the 
grower who, realizing that his McIn­
tosh apple trees are not well protect­
ed, goes out and either sprays or 
dusts in the rain, is the man who 
wins. Any grower who has controlled 
apple scab in the last few years when 
we have had rainy weather has had 
to spray often and thoroughly. Some 
of the growers who omitted even one 
of the critical sprays last season had 
scabby apples. Apple scab may, and 
often does, cause serious losses to 
apple varieties other than the McIn­
tosh. Such varieties are Delicious, 
Cortland and Baldwin. Although 
some varieties are more resistant to 
scab than others, growers have learn­
ed by experience that it pays to keep 
them all well covered during rainy 
seasons.
Brown rot on peaches, cherries and 
plums also can be a serious problem, 
especially in years of heavy rainfall 
or continued wet periods. Brown rot 
is usually more severe when weather
conditions are favorable for its de­
velopment during the last month that 
the fruit is on the trees. For ex­
ample, with peaches, cherries and 
plums, it may be well to see that 
they are protected with a fungicide 
spray or dust during the last month 
before harvest. The plum curculio is 
a serious fruit pest here in New Eng­
land in many orchards. Most grow­
ers have found it desirable to have 
a fresh spray during a real warm 
spell after the petals fall on apples 
or shuck split on stone fruits.
The apple maggot has been the 
cause of many disappointments to 
the grower at harvest time when he 
finds that his apples are riddled with 
this insect. To control the apple 
maggot, you must follow a definite 
spray program throughout the Sum­
mer. I would recommend to you at 
this time that you follow a spray 
schedule put out by the Maine Ex­
tension Service that you can secure 
from any County Agent in the coun­
ty where you live.
Experience has shown that the eco­
nomics of fruit production can often 
be extremely expensive, resulting in 
poor quality fruit. Think twice, then, 
before you omit any orchard prac­
tices that you have found to be worth­
while in the past. The best spray or 
dust program is none too good if you 
wish to produce high quality fruit.
More Trees To Be Planted
This year we observe the 75th an­
nual Arbor Day and the United 
States Forest Service says about three 
times as many forest tree seedlings 
will be distributed for reforestation 
and windbreak planting as was the 
case in 1946.
The seedlings are made available 
under the Federal-State cooperative 
program for production and distribu­
tion at cost of planting stock to farm­
ers. It’s expected that during 1947 
over 200 million seedlings will be dis­
tributed. And that brings this ac­
tivity back to about where it was 
before the war.
Most of the states observed Arbor 
Day last month. But observances in
Mothers’ Day
By the
REV. CYMBRID HUGHES, 
minister Green Street methodist 
Church, Augusta
The second Sunday in May is set 
apart as Mother’s Day. The first 
Mothers’ Day service was held in the 
year 1908, and the idea became so 
popular that in 1914 Congress au­
thorized the President of the United 
States to designate the second Sun­
day in May as Mothers’ Day, and to 
request the display of the American 
Flag on all Government buildings. 
The object of the day was to 
strengthen and intensify the ties of 
affection, to reverence the memory 
of the mothers who have been “lost 
awhile,” and to brighten the lives of 
those mothers who are still within the 
reach of our loving care. In practi­
cally every city, town and village in 
our broad land, Mothers’ Day will be 
observed in some form.
Why is it that in so short a space 
of time Mothers’ Day should have 
won such universal recognition? 
Mothers may be perfect angels, but 
they are not perfect humans. They 
have their frailties and their weak­
nesses like all the rest of us. There 
are young mothers who do not seem 
to take their responsibilities very se­
riously. There are older mothers 
whose capers bring the blush of 
shame to the faces of their children. 
And I suppose there may be aged 
mothers who are somewhat difficult to 
live with. But no anniversary could 
have received such universal recogni­
tion from all ranks and conditions 
and classes, unless it had linked it­
self very definitely to something very 
deep and fine in the human heart. In 
spite of the commercialism that has 
gathered around the day, and the 
danger of obscuring its real signifi­
cance with sickly sentimentality, there 
is something very beautiful and com­
pelling about Mothers’ Day. What 
is it?
I think it is because in motherhood 
we have the nearest approach in hu­
man terms to the perfect transcend­
ing love of God. Not in all mothers 
do we find this, but in every true 
mother there stands out clear and 
distinct the wonderful, compassionate 
love that guides and inspires and re­
deems and recreates. And it is be­
cause of this approximation of the 
divine love that we honor mother­
hood on Mothers’ Day, for religious 
emotion and mother love are closely 
bound.
Then let us observe this day with 
a true appreciation of its significance. 
Make it a day to be remembered in 
your mother’s life. Don’t wait until 
the funeral, and then heap her casket 
with flowers; give her the flowers 
now. The best inheritance that God 
can give any man to start the world 
with is a good mother. Make much 
of her, while you have her, for time 
passes very swiftly. Remember how 
much you owe to her and endeavor 
to repay that debt, not on Mothers* 
Day only, but through all the days 
following.
“You lived for me and by your under­
standing,
Kept open court of justice for my 
rights;
No faults of mine could make you 
turn against me,
You trusted me and prayed through 
tempting nights.”
My Victory Garden
I’ll plant a Victory Garden 
On my little plot of ground,
I’ll put in all the usual things 
That are in a garden found;— 
And as I drop each tiny seed
I’ll breathe a little prayer,
Not only for a harvest rich, 
But that all hearts everywhere
Be freed from seeds of selfishness;
That in place of weeds of sin
May spring new hopes, new aims, new 
love
That shall make all nations kin;
Then men will live like brothers, 
War and strife forever cease,
Then God will smile upon a world 
United and at peace.
Mrs. Grace E. Will
625 Ocean House Rd. 
Cape Elizabeth, Me.
other places range from November 
in Hawaii to May in Maine. In Ne­
braska, where the day originated, it 
was celebrated on April 22
May, 1947 THE MAINE BROADCASTER Page Three
Derby Eighth Graders In WLBZ Debut Hal Dyer Likes Bosox And Cards
In 1947 Pennant Race Preview
By Hal Dyer, MeBS Sports Editor
Eighteen young ladies of the Derby Grammar School eighth grade traveled to Bangor last month to broadcast their 
singing debut over WLBZ. The chorus is one of several currently being trained by Miss Ethyl Sprague, shown seated 
at the piano.
Students, front row, 1. to r.—Esther Gould, Laura Robichaud, Diane Milner, Mary Hackett, Betty Willinski, Marilyn 
Webb, Rose Wells, Edith Burton, Phyllis West, Della Storer, Julia Wilson. Back row—Arlene Barriault, Betty Hackett, 
Jackie Curtis, Martha Jane Gould, Marilyn King Gail McSorley and Irene Burton.
Duffy’s Finnegan Not Really 
As Stupid As He Seems On Air
MINDS AT EASE—Judging by the alert expressions on the faces of Eddie, 
the Waiter (Eddie Green) and Clifton Finnegan (Charlie Cantor), there’ll be 
no trouble in adding the check and making change. Or will there?
Anyone with preconceived notions as 
to the appearance of the man who 
plays the role of Clifton Finnegan on 
Duffy’s Tavern and that of Zero on 
the Alan Young Show probably would 
be due for a plesant surprise should 
they meet face to face.
A quiet, dignified-looking man, 
Charlie Cantor resembles a profes­
sional man rather than a character 
actor and dialectician. He was born 
in Worcester, Mass, where he attended 
schools and worked after-school hours 
as a “newsie”. He left Worcester 
to attend New York’s DeWitt Clinton 
High School and later earned his B. 
A. at New York University, paying 
his tutition by working as a “song 
plugger”. He made his first acquaint­
ance with grease paint during his first 
high school vacation, when he acted as 
straight man for his brother Rusty, 
then a well-known vaudevillian.
Charlie’s own vaudeville career be­
gan as a blackface comic and dia­
lectician. Subsequently, after a suc­
cessful tour of the country in musical 
comedy and stock, he decided to 
settle down in a “sensible” occupation. 
He invested all his money in a shoe 
business, and was soon “broke”. Re­
turning to his first love, he played 
night club engagements, teamed with 
a banjo player, and finally reached 
radio. His first regular program was 
NBC’s Tuneful Tales He since has 
played character roles with Fred Allen, 
Show Boat and David Harum.
An extremely good-humored person, 
Canto is five feet, six inches tall, with 
black hair and brown eyes. His hobby 
is collecting symphonic and operatic 
recordings. His favorite sport is golf.
Jack Berch
11:30 a. m. to M 
have learned.
In contrast to 
of facts and figures
Berch Sets Style 
In Musical Recipes
The long suffer­
ing house wife, who 
has writhed under 
the routine of ra­
dio recipes these 
many years, may 
take heart again 
. . . baritone Jack 
Berch has discov­
ered a new pain- 
1ess method of 
dishing out recipes 
over the air, as 
Maine women who 
listen week-days at 
Maine’s NBC stations 
the usual droning 
ures, smiling Jack 
spices his recipes with a musical note, 
readily offered by accordionist Charlie 
Magnante, guitarist Tony Mottola 
and organist George Wright. Berch 
himself never knows what accompani­
ment his recipes will receive.
Take that famous Deep Apple De­
light. Jack will just about say, “You 
peel” . . . and there’s a trill from 
the guitar. “You core” . . . and 
there’s a blast from the organ. “Three 
pounds of apples” . . . and the ac­
cordion chimes in.
When Jack says, “Mix”, the boys 
might give out with something stir­
ring from the William Tell Overture. 
When Jack mentions, “3/4 cup of su­
gar,” the boys naturally offer a bit 
of waltz tempo. (Jack is mighty 
wary of mentioning eggs, ever since 
announcer Eddie Dunn broke a cou­
ple over his mike.)




Covering United Nations sessions 
for NBC has brought a National 
Headliners Medal to John MacVane, 
native of Portland. It has also brought 
memories of the war years — the 
blitz on London, 
the surrender of 
France to the 
Germans, and the 
final surge of the 
Allies across the 
continent of Eu­
rope.
For in his cov­
erage of the war 
from the early 
“sitzkrieg” days 
of the Maginot 
Line stalemate to 
the final meeting 
of American and 
Russian troops at 
the Mulde River, MacVane came into 
contact with many of the men who 
are now representing their countries 
at the United Nations.
There is Eelco van Kleffens, for 
instance, Dutch representative on the 
Economic and Social Council. Mac- 
Vane's most vivid memory of him goes 
back to a grey day in the Summer of 
1940 when Van Kleffens, a tired des­
pairing man in the Dutch legation in 
Paris, announced to a group of re­
porters the news they were dreading— 
that Holland had surrendered to the 
invading Germans.
Then there is Bill Stoneman, per­
sonal assistant to the UN’s Secre­
tary-General Trygve Lie. It 
Stoneman who, as a war correspond­
ent, once spent five tense days with 
MacVane in an old wooden Channel 
steamer on the south coast of Eng­
land, waiting to be sent on the 
Dieppe raid during the summer of 
1942. That first raid was canceled, 
due to foul weather. Later, when 
the real one did come off, Stoneham 
was not available, and MacVane went 
alone. But one of MacVane’s strong­
est memories of the war is of those 
five days with Stoneman on a steam­
er, waiting for the raid that didn't 
come off.
Then there Is Lt. Gen. Pierre 
Billotte, French representative on 
UN’s Military Staff Committee. 
Seized by the Germans in 1940, he 
escaped, was captured by the Rus­
sians and then freed. MacVane first 
met him as a captain in the Free 
French government in London. It 
was Billotte who later led the first 
Allied combat team into Paris, and 
MacVane was with that team.
There are others. Herschel John­
son, alternate U. S. representative 
to the Security Council, sat out many 
a bombing with MacVane during the 
London blitz. And there is Trygve 
Lie, during the war the foreign min­
ister of the Norwegian government­
in-exile, with whom MacVane was in 
close contact during the blitz days.
Small wonder, indeed, that cover­
ing UN for NBC brings other than 
purely peaceful thoughts to John 
MacVane.
Will the Boston Red Sox repeat? 
What are the chances of the Braves 
this year?
Those are questions New England 
baseball fans are asking right now, 
with the major league pennant races 
underway. Dusting off our Ouija 
board which has helped us through 
the football and basketball seasons, 
we are going to give you readers of 
The Maine Broadcaster an advance 
preview of the final standings of the 




Cronin has everything he had last 
year, plus several rookies who may 
give the team added strength.
2. DETROIT—
The Tigers should be the team to 
give Boston a run for the pennant. 
Barring injuries and with good 
pitching they’ll make a race of it.
3. CLEVELAND—
With Bobby Feller pacing them, 
the Indians will be better than last 
year, despite the three-ring circus 
atmosphere.
4. NEW YORK—
The Yanks are going to miss the 
guiding hand of Joe McCarthy. 
And with DeMaggio a question 
mark and Larry MacPhail to keep 
the pot boiling, the days of Yankee 
domination are over.
5. WASHINGTON—
The Senators are not going to win 
any pennant this year, but as usual 
they will make things tough for the 
other clubs.
6. ST. LOUIS—
Muddy Ruel has his work cut out
Confounds Tradition
Henry Aldrich’s Radio Mother Born To Leisure
Katharine Raht
Doing what she wasn’t supposed to 
do was what eventually brought Henry 
Aldrich’s radio mother to her present 
status and the career of intervening 
years since she was graduated from 
college.
She is Katharine Raht, a former 
Chattanooga belle who was destined 
by careful upbringing to sit on wide 
Rams Invade Boston Garden
MAINE CHAMPS MEET DURFEE—WLBZ sent a competent staff and 
necessary equipment for a basketball tournament broadcast when Maine titlists, 
Bangor High School, played Durfee High of Fall River during the recent New 
England interscholastic tournament at Boston Garden.
Shown above during the broadcast, left to right, are: John Wibby, WLBZ, 
chief engineer, Irving Hunter, program director; John McKernan, sports editor 
of the Bangor Daily News, who did the play by play, and Bob MacPreson of 
Bangor, who assisted him in keeping score.
for him. The Brownies need too 
much of everything.
7. CHICAGO—
The White Sox need youth and 
that’s something they haven’t. 
Lyons will try hard with what he 
has, but Sox have too many old­
sters in the line-up.
8. PHILADELPHIA—
It would be nice to say that Connie 
Mack was going to climb out of the 
cellar, but it looks as though Mr. 




The Cards are stacked!
2. CHICAGO—
General improvement in the club 
but not enough to beat Mr. Musial 
and company.
3. BOSTON—
Billy Southworth is going to give 
Boston another pennant, but not 
this year.
4. BROOKLYN—
Dem Dodgers droop decidedly.
5. PITTSBURGH—
New blood, new money, and a new 
outlook add up to a better year 
for the Pirates.
6. PHILADELPHIA—
Ben Chapman has the Phils out of 
the cellar and he’s going to keep, 
’em out.
7. CINCINNATI—
The Reds are more on the pink 
side (we don’t mean politically).
8. NEW YORK—
The Giants are going to need all 
their height in order to peek out 
of the cellar.
verandas and sew fine seams. But 
after receiving her 'diploma from 
swank Bryn Mawr, she shocked her- 
friends and neighbors twice - first by 
teaching school, secondly by going to 
Gloucester, Mass, to attend a school 
of the theater during Summer vaca­
tions.
New York was her next goal. After 
a round of producers’ offices, she found 
two shows to rehearse for . . . neither 
of which ever opened. In January 
1938 she tried out for Thornton Wil­
der’s Pulitzer Prize play, Our Town, 
and won the role of Mrs. Gibbs. She 
played it throughout the New York 
engagement and a year on the road.
At liberty again, Katharine took 
radio auditions, concentrating on com­
mercial announcements. Outside of 
this, nothing particular happened in 
her career until she was introduced to 
author Clifford Goldsmith, who was 
looking for a person to play the 
mother role in his new radio family 
series. She fitted the role perfectly,
One of the handsomest actresses in 
radio, Katharine Raht is tall and regal 








8.45 ALL—Maine Network News
9.00 ALL—Book of Books
9.30 WCSH—Story To Order
WRDO—Story to Order 
WLBZ—Story to Order
9.30 ALL—Words And Music
9.45 WCSH—D. & H. Miners 
WRDO—Veterans Advisor 
WLBZ—Church in Wildwood
10.00 ALL—First Radio Parish Church
10.30 WCS’H—News
WRDO—Voices Down Wind 
WLBZ—Voices Down Wind
10.45 WCSH—Organ Interlude
10.50 WCSH—State Street Church
11.00 WRDO—Design For Listening 
WLBZ—ESSO Reporter
11.06 WLBZ—Church Service ’
11.30 WRDO—News Summary





WLBZ—Concert Hall of the Air
12.15 WCSH—London Column
WLBZ—Christian Science Program




1.00 ALL—Maine Network News
1.15 WCSH—Salon Strings
WRDO—Al Drouin’s Music Album 
WLBZ—Drama of Medicine
1.30 WCSH—Unversity of Chicago
Roundtable
WLBZ—University of Chicago 
Roundtable
• WRDO—Heaven’s Harmony Hour
2.00 ALL—RCA Victor Show
2.30 ALL—Harvest of Stars
3.00 ALL—Sheaffer World Parade
3.30 ALL—One Man’s Family
4.00 ALL—Quiz Kids
4.30 WCSH—Grand Marquee 
WLBZ—Musicana
WLBZ—Patterns in Melody




WLBZ— Grace Church Choir
6.15 WCSH—Southland Singing 
WLBZ—ESSO Reporter





8.30 ALL—Fred Allen Show
9.00 ALL—Manhattan Merry-Go-Round




11.00 ALL—Maine Network News
11.15 ALL—Story Behind the Headlines














6.30 ALL—Maine Farm Topics
7.00 WCSH—News 
WRDO—U. P. News 
WLBZ—Maine Almanac
7.05 WRDO—Radio Reveille
7.15 WCSH—Highways of the Spirit 
WLBZ—Sacred Heart Program
7.30 WCSH—Keyboard Tapestries





7.45 WRDO—Morning Roundup 
WLBZ—Musical Clock
8.00 ALL—Maine Network News
8.15 WCSH—Jim Small
WRDO—Do You Remember 
WLBZ—Happy Kitchen
8.30 WCSH—Here’s Agnes Gibbs 
WRDO—Thoughts for the Day
8.45 ALL—Maine Network News
9.00 WCSH—Trading Post





9.30 ALL—Women’s Radio Journal
10.00 WCSH—Katie’s Daughter 
WRDO—Jack Kiltie Show 
WLBZ—The Wife Saver
10.15 WCSH—Once Upon Our Time 
WRDO—Betty & Bob
WLBZ—Once Upon Our Time
10.30 ALL—Road of Life
10.45 ALL—Joyce Jordan
11.00 ALL—Fred Waring Show
11.30 ALL—Jack Berch Show
11.45 WCSH—Lora Lawton
11.45 WRDO—Trio Time 
WLBZ—Music of Manhattan
AFTERNOON
12.00 WCSH—Nissen’s Noontime News 
WRDO—U. P. News 
WLBZ—Korn Kobblers
12.05 WRDO—Maine Radio News
12.10 WRDO—Noonday Revue
12.15 WCSH—Luncheon Club 
WLBZ—ESSO Reporter
12.20 WLBZ—Maine Radio News
12.30 WCSH—Marjorie Mills 
WLBZ—Marjorie Mills
12.45 WRDO—Radio Rodeo
1.00 ALL—Maine Network News
1.15 WCSH—Maine News 
WRDO—Sketches in Melody 
WLBZ—Sketches in Melody
1.30 WCSH—Musical Matinee 
 WRDO—Art Van Damme
WLBZ—Matinee Revue
1.45 WCSH—Believe It Or Not
2.00 ALL—Today’s Children
2.15 ALL—Woman in White
2.28 ALL—Masquerade
2.40 ALL—Betty Crocker
2.45 WCSH—Light of the World 
WRDO—Your Family Food 
WLBZ—Harry D. McNeil
3.00 ALL—Life Can Be Beautiful
3.15 ALL—Ma Perkins
3.30 ALL—Pepper Young’s Family




4.45 ALL—-Young Widder Brown
5.00 WCSH—When A Girl Marries 
WRDO—U. P. News 
WLBZ—Shoppers Variety Revue
5.05 WRDO—1400 Club
5.15 WCSH—Portia Faces Life
5.25 WLBZ—Lanny & Ginger
5.30 WCSH—Just Plain Bill 
WRDO—A Visit with Hezzie 
WLBZ—Visit With Hezzie
5.45 WCSH—Front Page Farrell
EVENING
6.00 ALL—Maine Network News
6.15 ALL—Shell Journal
6.25 WCSH—Maine State News 
WRDO—According to the Record 
WLBZ—Musical Interlude
6.30 WCSH—Tony & Juanita 
WRDO—Sweet & Swing 
WLBZ—Console & Keyboard
6.45 WCSH—Lowell Thomas 
WRDO—U. P. News 
WLBZ—ESSO Reporter
6.50 WRDO—Maine Radio News 
WLBZ—Maine Radio News
7.00 ALL—Supper Club
7.15 ALL—News of the World
7.30 WCSH—So Proudly We Hail 
WRDO—Winnie, the Wave 
WLBZ—Musical Memoirs
7.45 ALL—H. V. Kaltenborn
8.00 ALL—Cavalcade of America
8.30 ALL—Voice of Firestone
9.00 ALL—The Telephone Hour
9.30 ALL—Benny Goodman
10.00 ALL—Contented Program
10.30 ALL—Dr. I. Q.
11.00 WCSH—Maine Network News 
WRDO—World News 
WLBZ—ESSO Reporter
11.15 ALL—Harkness of Washington
11.30 WCSH—Swing Circle 













6.30 ALL—Maine Farm Topics
7.00 WCSH—News 
WRDO—U. P. News 
WLBZ—Maine Almanac
7.05 WRDO—Radio Reveille
7.15 WCSH—Highways of the Spirit 
WLBZ—Sacred Heart Program
7.30 WCSH—Keyboard Tapestries 




7.45 WCSH—Safety Man 
WRDO—Morning Roundup 
WLBZ—Musical Clock
8.00 ALL—Maine Network News
8.15 WCSH—Jim Small
WRDO—Do You Remember 
WLBZ—Happy Kitchen
8.30 WCSH—Here’s Agnes Gibbs 
WRDO—Thoughts for the Day
8.45 ALL—Maine Network News
9.00 WCSH—Trading Post
WRDO—Honeymoon in New York 
WLBZ—Social Security Talk
9.15 WCSH—Tello-Test 
WLBZ—Chapel On The Hill
9.30 ALL—Women’s Radio Journal 
10.00 WCSH—Katie’s Daughter
WRDO—Jack Kiltie Show 
WLBZ—Band Parade
10.15 WCSH—Once Upon Our Time 
WRDO—Betty & Bob
WLBZ—Once Upon Our Time
10.30 ALL—Road of Life
10.45 ALU—Joyce Jordan
11.00 ALL—Fred Waring Show
11.30 ALL—Jack Berch Show
11.45 WCSH—Lora Lawton
11.45 WRDO—Trio Time
WLBZ—Console & Keyboard 
AFTERNOON
12.00 WCSH—Nissen’s Noontime News 
WRDO—U. P. News 
WLBZ—Korn Kobblers
12.05 WRDO—-Maine Radio News
12.10 WRDO—Noonday Revue
12.15 WCSH—Luncheon Club 
WLBZ—ESSO Reporter
12.20 WLBZ—Maine Radio News
12.30 WCSH—Marjorie Mills 
WLBZ—Marjorie Mills
12.45 WRDO—Radio Rodeo
1.00 ALL—Maine Network News
1.15 WCSH—Maine News
. WRDO—U. S. Navy Band 
WLBZ—U. S Navy Band
1.20 WCSH—Salon Strings
1.30 WCSH—Musical Matinee 
WRDO—Art Van Damme
 WLBZ—Matinee Revue
1.45 WCSH—Believe It Or Not
2.00 ALL—Today’s Children
2.15 ALL—Woman in White
2.28 ALL—Masquerade
2.40 ALL—Betty Crocker
2.45 WCSH—Light of theWorld 
WRDO—American Red Cross 
WLBZ—Melody Lane
3.00 ALL—Life Can Be Beautiful
3.15 ALL—Ma Perkins
3.30 ALL—Pepper Young’s Family




4.45 ALL—Young Widder Brown
5.00 WCSH—When A Girl Marries 
WRDO—U. P. News 
WLBZ—Shoppers Variety Revue
5.05 WRDO—1400 Club
5.15 WCSH—Portia Faces Life
5.25 WLBZ—Standard Shoe Pgm.
5.30 WCSH—Just Plain Bill 
WRDO—A Visit with Hezzie 
WLBZ—Visit With Hezzie
5.45 WCSH—Front Page Farrell
EVENING
6.00 ALL—Maine Network News
6.15 ALL—Sports Journal
6.25 WCSH—Maine State News 
WRDO—According to the Record 
WLBZ—Musical Interlude
6.30 WCSH—Tony & Juanita 
WRDO—Sweet & Swing 
WLBZ—3 Sons & A Starlet
6.45 WCSH—Lowell Thomas 
WRDO—U. P. News 
WLBZ—ESSO Reporter
6.50 WRDO—Maine Radio News 
WLBZ—Maine Radio News
7.00 ALL—Supper Club
7.15 ALL—News of the World
7.30 WCSH—Skippy Hollywood Theater 
> WRDO—Barry Wood Show
WLBZ—Here’s To Veterans
7.45 WRDO—Little Show 
WLBZ—Wally Olsen
8.00 ALL—Milton Berle 
8:30 ALL—Date With Judy
9:00 ALL—Amos ‘n’ Andy
9:30 ALL—Fibber McGee & Molly 
10:00 ALL—Bob Hope
10:30 ALL—Red Skelton
11.00 WCSH—Maine Network News 
WRDO—World News
WLBZ—ESSO REPORTER
11.15 ALL—Harkness of Washington
11.30 WCSH—Swing Circle
WRDO—Reserved for Dancing 
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6.30 ALL—Maine Farm Topics
7.00 WCSH—News 
WRDO—U. P. News 
WLBZ—Maine Almanac
7.05 WRDO—Radio Reveille
7.15 WCSH—Sacred Heart Program 
WLBZ—Sacred Heart Program
7.30 WCSH—Keyboard Tapestries 
WRDO—U. P. News 
WLBZ—ESSO Reporter
7.35 WRDO—Radio Reveille 
WLBZ—Program Highlights
7.45 WCSH—Safety Man 
WRDO—Morning Roundup 
WLBZ—Musical Clock
8.00 ALL—Maine Network News
8.15 WCSH—Jim Small 
WRDO—Roger Nye 
WLBZ—Happy Kitchen
8.30 WCSH—Here’s Agnes Gibbs 
WRDO—Thoughts for the Day
8.45 ALL—Maine Network News 
9.00 WCSH—Trading Post
WRDO—Honeymoon in New York 
WLBZ—Rhythm for Your House­
work
9.15 WCSH—Tello-Test 
WLBZ—Chapel On The Hill
9.30 ALL—Women’s Radio Journal 
10.00 WCSH—Katie’s Daughter
WRDO—Jack Kiltie Show 
WLBZ—Band Parade
10.15 WCSH—Once Upon Our Time 
WRDO—Betty & Bob
WLBZ—Once Upon Our Time
10.30 ALL—Road of Life
10.45 ALL—Joyce Jordan
11.00 ALL—Fred Waring Show
11.30 ALL—Jack Berch Show
11.45 WCSH—Lora Lawton
11.45 WRDO—Trio Time 
WLBZ—Console & Keyboard
AFTERNOON
12.00 WCSH—Nissen’s Noontime News 
WRDO—U. P. News 
WLBZ—Korn Kobblers
12.05 WRDO—Maine Radio News
12.10 WRDO—Noonday Revue
12.15 WCSH—Luncheon Club 
WLBZ—ESSO Reporter
12.20 WLBZ—Maine Radio News
12.30 WCSH—Marjorie Mills 
WLBZ—Marjorie Mills
12.45 WRDO—Radio Rodeo
1.00 ALL—Maine Network News





1.30 WRDO—Art Van Damme
WLBZ—Matinee Revue
1.45 WCSH—Believe It Or Not
2.00 ALL—Today’s Children
2.15 ALL—Woman in White
2.28 ALL—Masquerade
2.40 ALL—Betty Crocker
2.45 WCSH—Light of the World
WRDO—Platter Chatter
WLBZ—Melody Lane
3.00 ALL—Life Can Be Beautiful
3.15 ALL—Ma Perkins
3.30 ALL—Pepper Young’s Family




4.45 ALL—Young Widder Brown 
5.00 WCSH—When A Girl Marries
WRDO—U. P. News
WLBZ—Shoppers Variety Revue 
5.05 WRDO—1400 Club
5.15 WCSH—Portia Faces Life
5.25 WLBZ—Standard Shoe Pgm.
5.30 WCSH—Just Plain Bill
WRDO—A Visit with Hezzie 
WLBZ—Visit With Hezzie
5.45 WCSH—Front Page Farrell
EVENING
6.00 ALL—Maine Network News
6.15 ALL—Sports Journal
6.25 WCSH—Maine State News
WRDO—According to the Record 
WLBZ—Musical Interlude






6.50 WRDO—Maine Radio News 
WLBZ—Maine Radio News
7.00 ALL—Supper Club
7.15 ALL—News of the World
7.30 WCSH—Theater of Famous Radio
Players
WRDO—Longines Symphonette 
WLBZ—-The Barry Wood Show
7.45 WLBZ—Wally Olsen
8:00 ALL—The Aldrich Family
8.30 ALL—Burns and Allen
9:00 ALL—The Music Hall 
9:30 ALL—Jack Haley & Eve Arden 
10:00 ALL—Abbott & Costello 
10:30 ALL—Eddie Cantor
11.00 WCSH—Maine Network News
WRDO—World News
WLBZ—ESSO Reporter
11.15 ALL—Harkness of Washington
11.30 WCSH—Swing Circle




















7.30 WCSH—Keyboard Tapestries 







8.00 ALL—Maine Network News
8.15 WCSH—Jim Small
WRDO -Do You Remember 
WLBZ—Happy Kitchen
8.30 WCSH—Here’s Agnes Gibbs
WRDO—Thoughts for the Day
8.45 ALL—Maine Network News 
9.00 WCSH—Trading Post
WRDO—Honeymoon in New York 
WLBZ—Rhythm for Your House­
work
9.15 WCSH—Tello Test
WLBZ—Chapel On The Hill
9.30 ALL—Women’s Radio Journal 
10.00 WCSH—Katie’s Daughter
WRDO—Jack Kiltie Show 
WLBZ—The Wife Saver
10.15 WCSH—Once Upon Our Time
WRDO—Betty & Bob 
WLBZ—Once Upon Our Time
10.30 ALL—Road of Life
10.45 ALL—Joyce Jordan 
11.00 ALL—Fred Waring Show





12.00 WCSH—Nissen’s Noontime News 
WRDO—U. P. News
WLBZ—Korn Kobblers 




12.20 WLBZ—Maine Radio News
12.30 WCSH—Marjorie Mills
WRDO—Keep On Keepin’ On 
WLBZ—Marjorie Mills
12.45 WRDO—Radio Rodeo
1.00 ALL—Maine Network News
1.15 WCSH—Maine News
WRDO—Sketches in Melody 
WLBZ—Sketches in Melody
Strings
1.30 WCSH—Next Door Neighbor 
WRDO—Tabernacle Bible Quiz 
WLBZ—Matinee Revue
1.45 WCSH—Believe It Or Not
2.00 ALL—Today’s Children
2.15 ALL—Woman in White
2.28 ALL—Masquerade
2.40 ALL—Betty Crocker
2.45 WCSH—Light of the World
2.45 WRDO—Salute to the Hits
WLBZ—Man On The Street
3.00 ALL—Life Can Be Beautiful
3.15 ALL—Ma Perkins
3.30 ALL—Pepper Young’s Family




4.45 ALL-—Young Widder Brown 
5.00 WCSH—When A Girl Marries
WRDO—U. P. News
WLBZ—Shoppers Variety Revue 
5.05 WRDO—1400 Club
5.15 WCSH—Portia Faces Life
5.25 WLBZ—Lanny & Ginger
5.30 WCSH—Just Plain Bill
WRDO—A Visit with Hezzie 
WLBZ—A Visit With Hezzie
5.45 WCSH—Front Page Farrell
EVENING
6.00 ALL—Maine Network News
6.15 ALL—Shell Journal
6.25 WCSH—Maine State News
6.25 WRDO—According to the Record 
WLBZ—Musical Interlude
6.30 WCSH—Tony & Juanita 
WRDO—Sweet & Swing 
WLBZ—Console & Keyboard
6.45 WCSH—Lowell Thomas 
WRDO—U. P. News 
WLBZ—ESSO Reporter
6.50 WRDO—Maine Radio News 
WLBZ—Maine Radio News
7.00 ALL—Supper Club
7.15 ALL—News of the World
7.30 WCSH—Arlyn E. Barnard 
WRDO—Yankee Yarns 
WLBZ—Yankee Yarns
7.45 ALL—H. V. Kaltenborn
8:00 WCSH—Highways in Melody
WRDO—Here’s to Veterans 
WLBZ—Music Hall Varieties
8.15 WLBZ—Veterans Administration 
8 15 WRDO—Guest Stars
8:30 ALL—Allan Young Show 
9:00 ALL—People Are Funny 
9:30 ALL—Waltz Time
10.00 ALL—Mystery Theater
10.30 WCSH—Sports Newsreei of the Air
WRDO—Grand Marquee 
WLBZ—Grand Marquee
11.00 WCSH—Maine Network New* 
WRDO—World News 
WLBZ—ESSO Reporter
11.15 ALL—Harkness of Washington
11.30 WCSH—Swing Circle















6.30 ALL—Maine Farm Topics 
7.00 WCSH—News





7.30 WCSH—Keyboard Tapestries 




7.45 WCSH—Little Record Show
WRDO—Morning Roundup 
WLBZ—Musical Clock 





WRDO—Thoughts for the Day
8.45 WCSH—News
8.45 WRDO—Proudly We Hail
WLBZ—4-H Club News 





WRDO—Coffee with Congress 




10.15 WCSH—You Were There
10.30 ALL—Archie Andrews 
11.00 WCSH—Record Session
WRDO—Meet the Mike 
WLBZ—Decision Now
11.15 WLBZ—Your Home Beautiful
11.30 WLBZ—Home Is What YOU Make
It




12.00 WCSH—Nissen’s Noontime News 
WRDO—U. P. News 
WLBZ—Korn Kobblers




12.20 WLBZ—Maine Radio New*
12.30 WCSH—Dairy Chat
12.30 WRDO—Smilin’ Ed McConnell 
WLBZ—Smilin Ed McConnell
12.45 WCSH—Music in March Tim* 








1.45 WCSH—Proudly We Hail
WLBZ—Elmer Peterson
2.00 WCSH—Nat. Farm & Home Hour 
WRDO—Your Host is Buffalo 
WLBZ—Nat’l. Farm & Home 
Hour




2.45 WCSH— To Be Announced 
WRDO—Camp Meeting Choir 
WLBZ—Camp Meeting Choir
3.00 ALL—Orchestras of the Nation* 
4.00 ALL—Doctors Then and Now






WRDO—Columbia Record Shop 
WLBZ—Rustic Cabin Orch.
5.30 WCSH—Three Suns Trio
WLBZ—Three Sons
5.45 ALL—King Cole Trio
EVENING




6.25 WCSH—Maine State New*
6.25 WRDO—According to the Record 
WLBZ—Musical Interlude
6.30 WCSH—New England Forum 
WRDO—New England Forum 
WLBZ—Dinner Music
6.45 WLBZ—ESSO Reporter
6.50 WLBZ—Maine Radio News 
7.00 ALL—Our Foreign Policy
7.30 WCSH—Down Maine Hoedown
7.30 WRDO—Curtain Time
WLBZ—New England Forum 
8.00 ALL—Life of Riley
8.30 ALL—Truth or Consequences 
9.00 ALL—Your Hit Parade
9.30 ALL—Can You Top This
10.00 ALL—Judy Canova
10.30 ALL—Grand Ole Opry
11.00 WCSH—Maine Network New* 
WRDO—World News 
WLBZ—ESSO Reporter
11.15 ALL—W. W. Chaplin
11.30 WCSH—Swing Circle 
WRDO—Reserved for Dancing 
WLBZ—Roosevelt Grill Orch. 
12.00 ALL—News
Page Six THE MAINE BROADCASTER May, 1947
Seconds Vital To Broadcaster;
Bill Stern Recalls Near Misses
Be Yourself, Says 
Marilyn Maxwell
Upsets Custom
Eleanor Steber, Noted Firestone 
Soprano To Sing in Europe
American Album Singers Travel 
Far Between Weekly Programs
Jean Dickenson Donald Dame
When the four singers of American 
Album of Familiar Music gather at 
NBC’s Radio City Studio 8-H, where 
the program originates every Sun­
day evening at 9:30, Maine listeners 
might well think they had been re­
siding close by all through the week. 
Not so, the records show.
All the singing artists of the pro­
gram travel thousands of miles dur­
ing the year on concert dates, be­
tween broadcasts. Recently, in one 
week, Jean Dickenson, who visited 
Portland last Fall, was in Florida at 
mid-week, while soprano Margaret 
Damn was in Detroit, where she goes 
every week for a local broadcast. 
Contralto Evelyn MacGregor was 
giving concerts in New England at 
that same time, and tenor Donald
Dame was on tour in Ohio.
All four of them also came to Ra­
dio City in the first place the long 
way ’round. Miss Dickenson, born in 
Montreal, traveled all over the world, 
stopping in Denver to get her start 
before tying to make the big time in 
New York. Miss MacGregor, born in 
Pittsfield, Mass., made her debut in 
Los Angeles. Miss Daum toured 
from coast to coast before making 
her air debut in New York. And 
Donald Dame started in Cleveland.
But despite the inconvenience of 
traveling, all of them agree that it is. 
worth while to travel the long dis­
tances to meet in person the audi­
ences that greet them every Sunday 
from coast to coast on the American 
Album of Familiar Music.
Beauty Studies—Movie star Vivian 
Blaine looks over script with Bill 
Stern, NBC Sports Director, in pre­
paration for her appearance on Sports 
Newsreel of the Air
It takes more than a stalled elevator, 
a grounded plane—or even a fainting 
engineer—to keep Bill Stern away 
from the mike at broadcast time.
But despite the fact that few broad­
casts are more meticulously planned 
than Stern’s Friday night Sports News­
reel on NBC’s (10:30-10:45 p. m.), he 
has several times come so close to 
missing a broadcast that it makes 
him shudder to think of it.
There was the time Orson Welles 
was the scheduled guest. To get Welles 
to the NBC studio in time, it was 
necessary to arrange a police escort to 
whisk him from another engagement 
in another part of town. Everything 
worked smoothly until Welles got in­
to the NBC elevator. The elevator 
stalled between floors. Second tick­
ed by and Welles’ cue drew nearer. 
Stern, in the studio, prepared to ad 
lib. Forty seconds before his cue, 
Welles rushed into the studio.
Then there was the time Stern’s 
engineer fainted in the control booth 
in the middle of the Newsreel broad­
cast. Only the quick action of the 
show’s producer, who revived the en­
gineer, worked the controls and man­
aged to phone the master control 
room for aid, kept Stern on the air.
Caught in a traffic jam in Atlan­
ta last year, Stern was saved only by 
the fact that a traffic policeman recog­
nized him and gave him a motorcycle 
escort to the studio. He arrived just 
as the station manager was calling 
in an organist to fill 15 minutes of 
“dead air.”
Eleanor Steber
Eleanor Steber will blast an estab­
lished operatic tradition when she 
goes to Europe to sing next August.
It has long been the custom for 
potential opera stars to receive voice 
training in Europe and win fame 
there before attempting to acquire 
recognition in this country.
But Eleanor Steber has reversed 
the procedure. American-born and 
entirely American-trained, the so­
prano star of NBC's Voice of Fire­
stone program heard Mondays at 
8:30 p. m. over MeBS stations, has 
achieved nationwide popularity here 
as a radio, concert and opera star.
Because of her remarkable ability 
in singing the Mozart repertoire, 
Miss Steber was invited to sing at 
the world-famous annual Glynde­
bourne Music Festival — a Mozart 
festival — in England this summer. 
Current plans also call for her to 
sing at concerts in France and at 
the Paris opera.
Miss Steber was born in Wheeling, 
W. Va. Her first vocal teacher was 
her mother, who continued the in­
struction until Eleanor was grad­
uated from high school. Then the 
young soprano studied at the New 
England Conservatory of Music in 
Boston, where she paid her tuition 
with scholarships and money earned 
as a pianist.
Early in 1940, Miss Steber won 
the Metropolitan Opera Auditions of 
the Air and made her “Met” debut 
in December of that year. Since then 
she has sung many roles there, has 
made extensive concert tours and has 
been heard on numerous national 
radio programs.
Time Out—Marilyn Maxwell rests 
between vocal numbers to watch re­
hearsal antics of Abbott and Cos­
tello .
New Yorkers lucky enough to meet 
her during her recent visit to Man­
hattan decided that Marilyn Maxwell 
must be a Hollywood anomaly. A 
glamour girl who won renown in the 
movie colony by a hair—a glorious, 
platinum-colored head of it—she will 
readily admit, when the subject is 
brought up, that the color is not 
naturally her own.
“My hair is really a dark brown, 
and I wish I could let it go back to 
its original coloring. My studio pre­
fers it this way, and it is true, of 
course, that I attract more attention 
with it this way.” admits Marilyn.
Such candor from one of the lead­
ing blondes of screen and radio, ad­
mitting to the coloring of one of their 
prime stocks in trade baffles Marilyn’s 
glamorous competitors. But Marilyn, 
who is completely natural, despite the 
bottled shade of her hair, will confess 
to a number of things that some 
actresses find it pleasanter to deny.
For one thing, Marilyn must watch 
her diet. Though her figure is of 
pretty-girl-like proportions, she ad­
mits that in her teens she showed a 
though she likes rich foods as well as 
the next active young person, she 
shuns them, not caring to find out 
whether she still has the tendency.
Marilyn has one between-meal habit 
—she feverishly munches carrots in 
the hope that they will improve her 
vision. Off-screen and when reading 
scripts for NBC’s Abbot and Costello 
Show,heard Thursday, 10:00 p. m. the 
pretty vocalist wears glasses—flatter­
ing, pixy-like ones, to be sure, but 
glasses nonetheless.
Young And Gay





Maine radio listeners who have been 
interested in better music over a span 
of years must have felt a twinge of 
nostalgia when they read or heard 
about the recent retirement as NBC 
music counselor of Walter Damrosch. 
The noted conductor, who joined NBC 
in 1927 when the network was organ­
ized, was responsible for inaugura­
tion of the NBC Music Appreciation 
Hour during the following year. This 
series, heard by millions of American 
school children in their classrooms as 
well as by their parents at home, con­
tinued on the network for 14 consecu­
tive years. In 1942 when the series 
ended, Damrosch continued on at 
NBC as music counselor.
The venerable musician introduced 
many new compositions and artists 
in America, established many musical 
organizations, and pioneered in radio 
musical education. It was he who in­
troduced Brahms’ third and fourth 
symphonies and Saint-Saens’ opera 
Samson and Delilah. He conducted 
the first appearances with orchestra 
in this Country of Paderewski and 
Kreisler. He also has done much to
further the careers of American com­
posers. Damrosch directed the prem­
iere of Gershwin’s An American in 
Paris and Concerto in F, and of 
Deems Taylor’s Through the Look­
ing Glass. He brought Lilli Lehmann, 
great European singer of Wagnerian 
roles, to this Country, and is credited 
with the discovery of Helen Traubel.
Damrosch composed many works. 
His operas include The Scarlet Let­
ter, Cyrano de Bergerac and The Man 
Without a Country. He regards his 
work in musical education of the 
young as his most important contri­
bution to the art...................
boned. It came as something of a 
shock to discover that he is not so 
tall, and decidedly on the portly 
side, with a nice Roman nose and 
double chin. Jake is the Agricultural 
Director for the Maine Broadcasting 
System, whose voice is welcomed into 
many homes in this territory at 6:30 
a. m. every week day morning, and 
after a half hour of farm news and 
timely topics, signs himself ‘Yours 
for better agriculture’.”
Velma Norton, who writes for The 
Aroostook Republican of Caribou, 
evidently is an admirer of MeBS’ Jake 
Brofee. County Agent Verne Beverly 
of Aroostook County forwards this 
clipping:
“Did you see Jake Brofee’s picture 
in the March issue of the Farm Bu­
reau Magazine? Did you guess from 
his voice that he looked like that? 
Somehow, judging from his voice, we 
had pictured him tall, gaunt, raw-
With this issue of The Broadcas­
ter, the editor whose name has appear­
ed at the masthead since the beginning 
of the publication, bids “so long” to 
the many readers and friends who have 
followed the Broadcaster’s fortunes in 
the past 18 months. For the next year 
or more Linwood T. Pitman will be on 
leave of absence from WCSH and the 
Maine Broadcasting System. His work 
will be of quite a different nature, 
though in the Public Relations field 
here in Maine. He hopes to be wel­
comed back in radio in due time and to 
have a hand in The Maine Broadcaster. 
In the meantime, thanks for your well 
wishes, friends of the Maine Broad­
caster, and may it grow and prosper 
and serve you better than ever under 
new handling.
Anne Whitfield
An important role on a top radio 
show once a week is considered a 
choice assignment for most radio 
actresses.
However, Anne Whitfield current­
ly plays on two important NBC 
shows—and since her network debut 
in 1945 has regularly appeared on as 
many as four weekly programs. This 
is a fine tribute to an actress and 
especially so in Anne’s case, since 
she is only eight years old.
Anne is proof of the good judg­
ment of author-producer Carleton E. 
Morse, who chose her to enact the 
role of Penelope in his drama, One 
Man’s Family over NBC, Sundays at 
3:30 p. m. Anne read for him, and 
her soft, childish voice met the ex­
acting requirements set by Morse. 
That was in the fall of 1945, and she 
still plays the part.
Anne is also heard on NBC’s 
Bandwagon show Sunday at 7:30 p. 
m. as one of the Harris children. In 
addition to those regular roles, she is 
frequently heard on other network 
programs, and also manages to take 
part in numerous civic activities.
In the past few weeks she has been 
a poster girl for the traffic safety 
campaign, has assisted with the March 
of Dimes campaign and has been fea­
tured entertainer at social functions. 
And—with all this—she still has time 
for fun and school.
Basil Loughrane, director of NBC’s 
Light of the World, was once a member 
of the Canadian Royal Northwest 
Mounted Police.
Lonny Lunde
Lonny Lunde of Chicago, popular 
11-year-old Quiz Kid who returned re­
cently to the program, composes songs 
at the drop of his mortarboard hat. 
Lonny composes all kinds of music, 
according to his QK staff—from blues 
that really “send”, to concertos, 
operettas, hymns, marches and suites.
Recently he wrote and dedicated a 
song to Joe Kelly, which he titled The 
Chief Quizzer. After he had played 
and sung it on a broadcast, the Quiz 
Kids received more than 2,000 re­
quests for a copy.
Fred Allen liked Lonny so much—■ 
and his songs—that he asked him to 
play and sing one of them on an Allen 
show earlier in the year when the 
Kids were his guests. Lonny sang and 
played You’ve Got Blues, Oh Brother, 
You’ve Got Blues. It probably was 
the first time in radio history that an 
11-year-old song plugger got such a 
network opportunity to air his wares.
Although Lonny claims he is a con­
firmed woman-hater because “they 
talk too much”, he writes songs that 
give every evidence that he isn’t. 
Among other songs he has written are 
You Walked Away from My Heart, 
and I Couldn’t Help It. He started 
composing when he was four. His 
first song went by the unglamorous 
title Ashes in the Basement.
Lonny has perfect pitch and can 
name as many as ten notes when 
played together. He sings as well as 
he composes. Although he enjoys his 
music, he's equally enthusiastic over 
baseball and says he wants to get in­
to the big leagues some day. He 
served as bat boy for Ty Cobb in the 
All-American Boys Baseball Game 
last year and plays a good game on 
his school team. His best pal is Quiz 
Kid Joel Kupperman, another base­
ball enthusiast.
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Creating "Consequences” Hard Work 
Say Ralph Edwards And T Or C Staff
EASTER PREVUE—In connection with a “Fashionata” jointly sponsored 
by the Smith College Club of Portland and the Porteous, Mitchell & Braun 
Company, the above group representing the Women’s Radio Journal of the 
New England Regional Network broadcast a regular half hour morning program 
from the WCSH studios early last month.
Left to right around the table are Streeter Stuart, WBZ announcer; Ted 
Steele, producer; Mrs. Mary-Lee Roscoe, representing P. M. & B. Co.; 
Janet Condon, Fashionata model; and Murial Williams, conductress of the 
Women’s Radio Journal.
Finds Joy In One Man’s Family
SUNSHINE IN APRIL— April 
showers may dampen most of the 
land, but sunshine continues year- 
round for Barbara Fuller, who 
lives in California. Barbara, who 
portrays Claudia in NBC’s “One 
Man’s Family,” came to Holly­
wood after successful roles in 
Chicago and New York radio.
Barbara Fuller — the same Miss 
Fuller who portrays Claudia in 
NBC’s One Man’s Family—took time 
off from rehearsal, patted her blonde 
hair, and started to talk about her 
radio role.
“Frankly, I was a little bit scared 
when producer Carlton Morse offered 
me the chance to play Claudia a 
year-and-a-half ago. It was a big 
order, and I knew that all the mil­
lions of Family fans would be listen­
ing with critical ears for Claudia’s 
return to the air. She had been off 
the air two years, you know.”
Barbara smiled. “I guess I was all 
right, though, because the letters I 
have received have all been most 
kind.”
A great deal has happened since
Talent - Wise
Helen Malone Of NBC
Assists Amateurs
One of Nine — Helen Malone, ac­
tress on Grand Marquee, doesn’t think 
Eddie Cantor has so much to brag 
about as daddy of five girls. She’s 
one of nine daughters.
Helen Malone, NBC starlet and 
member of the supporting cast of 
Grand Marquee, heard over WCSH 
Sundays at 4.30 p. m. and over WRDO 
and WLBZ Fridays at 10.30 p. m. 
spends her spare time assisting in 
organizing amateur dramatic groups 
in the Chicago area. She counts it 
Barbara made her first air appear­
ance in Chicago in 1932, when she 
was nine years old. The part called 
for sobs and uncontrolled weeping, 
and paid her $12.50. “That initial 
bit of histrionics seemed to develop 
a taste for emotional roles,” she says.
After scoring in Chicago serial 
dramas, she shuttled between New 
York and Hollywood, essaying more 
substantial parts. Whether or not it 
was coincidence or fate that brought 
her to Hollywood just when pro­
ducer Morse needed a new Claudia 
is pure conjecture. But Barbara can 
rest easily, because she is now firmly 
established as a leading player in a 
show which this year marks its 15th 
anniversary on NBC Sundays at 3:30 
p. m.
The D. A.’s Aide
Happy Note — Vicki Vola looks as if 
she were about to hit a high C, but 
that’s just a happy laugh as she re­
laxes from the crisp efficiency of Miss 
Miller of NBC’s Mr. District Attor­
ney, aired Wednesdays at 9:30 p. m.
all as extra experience in furthering 
her own career.
Before she got her chance as a pro­
fessional actress, Helen participated 
in school and amateur productions.
“These amateur theatrical groups,” 
says Helen, “create a never-ending 
supply of new radio talent.
Richard Dysart
Richard “Dick” Dysart was born in 
Brighton, Mass eighteen Summers ago. 
His family moved to Skowhegan while 
he was still in the rattle-throwing 
stage and it was there that he attended 
school, spent countless hours hunting 
and fishing and during the Summer 
season, especially, ogling at the Lake­
wood Theatre Colony.
This early association with the thea­
ter instilled in Dick the ambition to 
step before the footlights. When his 
address was changed to Augusta, 
Richard entered Cony High School and 
tried out for the annual Chizzle Wizz- 
zle Fair, the school’s annual four day 
show. He won himself a part as an 
end man and scored immediate success- 
Each succeeding year he came back to 
the Cony stage and was one of the few 
students in history to play a leading 
part in the show four years in succes­
sion.
Seeking other outlets for his talent, 
Dick auditioned for the Cony Radio 
Council and won a place with the 
school’s radio performers as a fresh­
man and was active thruout his four 
years as an announcer, actor and pro­
ducer.
During Summer vacation of 1946 he 
actively joined the staff of WRDO 
and has been devoting much time to 
staff announcing ever since. He was 
elected president of the Senior Class 
last Fall and has a part in the Senior 
play. Upon graduation this June he 
will join WRDO’s staff as a full-time 
announcer.
His hobbies are swimming, hunting 
and fishing, and his ambition is to be 
a star radio performer or entrepreneur 
of a big radio production.
Comedy Of Errors
It’s Kay Kyser, the genial 01” Pro­
fessor, who has added a new course - 
the Comedy of Errors - to his College 
of Music and Knowledge, over NBC 
stations Wednesdays at 10.30 p. m. 
Kay enacts skits into which have been 
written errors in music, sound effects 
and scripts.
Contestants from the studio audience 
get prizes of $5 for each error detect­
ed, plus an additional $50 for correct­
ly pointing out 10 or more mistakes.
Gracie Allen: I want to look over 
your supply of dogs.
Dealer: Would you like a little 
Peke?
Gracie: No, I want to take a good 
look.
NBC’s ‘Burns and Allen Show.”
Bryan Foy: Would you rather 
have seven kids or $7,000?
Eddie Foy: Seven kids. When a 
man has $7,000 he wants more.
NBC’s “Kraft Music Hall.”
BRAIN-TRUST MEETING — Ralph Edwards and staff dreaming up “con- 
sees” for Saturday night program heard over MeBS stations at 8:00 p. m. 
Left to right: Edwards, Paul Edwards, Bill Hawes and Phil Davis.
Anyone who thinks the “consequen­
ces’’ of Truth Or Consequences a sim­
ple operation would have only to at­
tend one of the show’s weekly idea 
meetings to have his illusions com­
pletely shattered. Producing “con- 
sees', as they are dubbed by Ralph 
Edwards and his staff, is hard work, 
and plenty of it.
At present Edwards hires three idea 
men, and each member of the self- 
styled “brain trust” contributes six 
“consees” each week to the Tuesday 
morning meeting. Then the sorting 
begins. In many cases there are heat­
ed arguments over the merits of an 
act, with the writer defending his 
own against the blasts of his co­
workers. The boys remain closeted 
all day - with sandwiches and coffee 
brought in at noon - and the steady
Her First Audition Held In Own Home
Kay Westfall Amazed Own Family - Trouped 
With Brothers And Ladies Of Song
Oh Kay!—The girl with the stars 
in her eyes is Kay Westfall, one of the 
prettiest of Chicago’s radio actresses. 
She’s heard on the Betty Crocker pro­
gram over MeBS week-days at 2.40 
p. m.
It Happened 10 Years Ago
George Woodruff, 92-year old bari­
tone of Independence. Ia., made his 
first network broadcast to prove that 
he was still vocally active. He sang 
four solos, including Then You‘ll Re­
member Me and Killarney, on a spe­
cial NBC broadcast.
Fred Allen introduced Bobby Gil­
bert and his talking fiddle, said to 
have a vocabulary of more than 100 
words. Jerry Colonna, one of radio’s 
best-known trombonists, burlesqued 
same the uo signing opera show. 
drone of their voices is punctuated by 
occasional bursts of laughter as one or 
another enthusiastically acts out his 
“consee”. During the week Ralph 
mulls over from his notes the submitt­
ed ideas; those he deems right for the 
show are entered on the large black­
board which adorns one wall of his 
office. Then, when Ralph routines a 
future program, he plucks the listed 
acts, using those in categories that 
offer a wide variety of Truth Or Con­
sequences entertainment.
The idea staff now includes Phil 
Davis, who has been with Ralph five 
years; Bill Hawes, former production 
man on the show who returned to the 
idea staff after several years in the 
Navy, and Paul Edwards, Ralph’s 
brother, who comes to Hollywood 
weekly from his home in Oakland,
If they had been a betting family, 
the Westfalls of Chicago probably 
would have made “book” on what 
daughter Kay would choose for a 
career. Kay is currently heard on 
the MeBS stations during the Betty 
Crocker portion of the General Milla 
programs at 2.40 p. m. Monday 
through Friday.
Almost from the moment she be­
came vocal, Kay was singing and 
reciting. Thereafter, the family be­
came a patient audience whenever 
she chose to perform.
When she was in her teens, Kay 
learned to dance, and talked her two 
brothers into forming an adagio 
troupe, with Kay as the third mem­
ber. The unit lasted for three years.
Then the brothers took to music. 
Kay soon after signed with a tri® 
called The Ladies of Song. With 
them and a pianist, she traveled 
throughout the east and midwest, giv­
ing comedy skits in theaters, clubs 
and schools. Later, as a student at 
DePaul University, she starred in 
the school’s weekly dramatic shows.
In 1941, Kay took a radio audition 
in Chicago. Since that time she has 
been heard on many NBC dramatic 
programs, including Backstage Wife, 
Hot Copy and Ma Perkins.
Last year Kay married a Chicago 
coal company executive.
Pete, the canary bird that sings 
Yankee Doodle, made a guest appear­
ance with the U. S. Marine Band dur­
ing the band’s regular NBC program.
Roy Shield, NBC conductor who a 
week before announced loudly his 
plans to reduce, gained two pounds on 
a skimpy new diet.
Amelia Earhart revealed details of 
her forthcoming round-the-worlds 
flight in a transcontinental interview 
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Quest Of A Quip
QUEST — “What was that 
again?” Bob Hope hopefully asks 
one of his writers who has sug­
gested a gag for use on Hope's 
NBC radio program.
QUERY — The NBC comic asks 
for further suggestions, knowing 
that a single word can mean the 
difference between a good and a 




New honors recently came to Benny 
Goodman, perennially elected King 
of Swing in American jazz polls for 
a number of years, and starred with 
Victor Borge on the Swedish come­
dian’s NBC show over MeBS stations 
Mondays at 9.30 p. m. The State De­
partment recently announced that 
Goodman had been selected to appear 
on the current Voice of America 
broadcasts to Soviet Russia by taking 
the role of a disc jockey for a series 
of six weeks broadcasts which started 
the middle of April.
The NBC star first did a special 
shortwave broadcast to answer ques­
tions on American popular music. 
For this he was tutored in Russian by 
Mrs. Igor Stravinsky, wife of the noted 
composer. The series for which Good­
man was engaged stresses “American 
democracy in music”, showing how 
artists of every race, color and creed 
have succeeded in the music world in 
this country.
Goodman prepares the scripts in 
Hollywood in the first person and they 
are read by a Russian interpreter at 
the Voice of America transmitter in 
New York. The programs include 
the Swing King’s own choices from 
popular American music, including 
some of his own records with those of 
other noted jazz artists.
Decision to “jazz up” the shortwave 
broadcasts was said to have resulted 
from Soviet listeners’ requests for 




Fifteen years of work in radio have 
given Berry Kroeger, narrator on The 
Big Story program heard Wednesdays 
at 10.00 over the Maine NBC stations, 
a wealth of versatility. He belongs 
to that small group of actors who are 
characterized by their ability to play 
any type of role.
Berry can handle a fireside comedy, 
Shakespearean tragedy or an inter­
national crisis, with equal ability. He 
did his first broadcast in Texas, his 
home state, then went to California 
for more broadcasting and further 
dramatic study at the Max Reinhardt 
school, thence to New York.
Kroeger is tall, Orson Welles-ish in 
appearance and a junior edition of 
Charles Laughton. He is also a first 
rate actor. His Broadway appear­
ances include Nunnally Johnson’s 
World Full of Girls, The Tempest, 
and Therese, with Dame May Whitty, 
Victor Jory and Eva LeGallienne. His 
radio vehicles include Big Sister, In­
ner Sanctum, The Thin Man, Grand 
Central Station, Bulldog Drummond 
and others.
Son of a Southern Pacific round­
house foreman and of a mother whose 
forebears came from Newcastle, Eng­
land, Kroeger is a master of scores of 
dialects and accents, but speaks with­
out any trace of a Texas drawl.
Apart from his role in the new 
NBC production, The Big Story, 
Berry is currently playing the role of 
the romantic poet, Chartiers, in Max­
well Anderson’s new play Joan of 
Lorraine, starring Ingrid Bergman.
tunes as Turkey in the Straw, which 
was featured on the first broadcast in 
the Russian series.
QUANDARY —Hope takes sec­
ond thought and considers the 
quality of the gag. The NBC wit 
feels it needs something more 
and ponders on what is lacking.
Barry Wood Show Occupies
7.30 Spot On MeBS Stations
Margaret Whiting and Barry Wood
Success formula: a former all- 
American water polo player, plus the 
daughter of a famous song writer, 
plus “the busiest musician on the air.” 
That adds up to the Barry Wood 
Show, now heard at 7:30 p. m. over 
WCSH, Wednesdays, WRDO Tues­
days, and WLBZ Thursdays, under 
sponsorship of the Hanley Brewing 
Co.
Barry Wood is the former water 
polo star. While a pre-medical stu­
dent at Yale, Barry indulged his fa­
vorite sport, and found time for the 
university band. Although he was 
graduated from the pre-med course, 
he decided to give up further study 
and turned to dramatics and singing. 
Early in his career he was selected 
over 200 other aspirants for the fea­
tured star of a new radio show. He 
appeared with Buddy Rogers, Abe 
Lyman and Vincent Lopez orches­
tras, then was handed one of radio’s 
choicest plums — the featured vocal 
spot on the Hit Parade over CBS.
Last Summer he was selected as the 
singing emcee on the Million Dollar 
Band program over NBC and received 
fine notices for his rich baritone voice 
and smooth narrative style. During 
the war he headed numerous bond 
drive sales and appeared at Stage 
Door Canteen many times.
Barry is slightly over six feet tall, 
weights 195 pounds, has brown hair, 
gray eyes and a lot of energy. He 
needs the energy because he super-
Q. E. D. —A missing word sup­
plied, the gag is good. Hope 
shows appreciation with laughter 
that will probably be echoed by 
his Tuesday night NBC audience.
vises the operation of his 125-acre 
farm in Connecticut where his wife 
and two small daughters, Bonnie and 
Beverly, reside.
Margaret Whiting is the famed com­
poser's daughter and feminine lead 
of the Barry Wood Show. Among 
her dad’s best known compositions is 
Beyond the Blue Horizon.
Margaret sings with Eddie Cantor 
on his NBC network show Thursdays 
and formerly was heard on the Philip 
Morris Tuesday evening half hour. 
Her record of It Might As Well Be 
Sping sold a million copies and more.
The “busiest musician” is Henry 
Sylvern, a by-word in New York and 
wherever producers want good music. 
He has done the music on such pro­
grams as the Jane Powell show, Colum­
bia Workshop, True Confessions and 
others. Primarily Sylvern is an or­
ganist, which in radio means he also 
plays the Novachord, piano, xylo­
phone, celeste, guitar, vibraphone, 
harpsichord and accordian.
Sylvern is 38 and was born in 
Brooklyn where a tree also grew. He 
started in music at the age of 11, and 
while a boy played in the old movie 
houses. He has been heard on as 
many as 35 radio shows in a week.
Sylvern now heads up the musical 
aggregation of the Barry Wood Show, 
which in addition to Barry Wood and 
Margaret Whiting also presents the 
Melody Maids.
Bob Hope Always 
Alert For New 
Gags Or Stunts
Working out a gag on NBC’s Bob 
Hope Show is an operation not to be 
dealt with lightly. Often its success 
or failure hinges on improvements 
offered by members of the cast, 
agents, friends or whoever happens 
to be around at rehearsal time.
For the cast, rehearsal day is show 
day. On Tuesday, about 10 a. m., 
they meet, and the tempo gradually 
increases until show time approaches, 
Tuesdays at 10:00 p. m. For Hope, 
rehearsal time has no beginning, no 
ending. Bob rehearses all the time, 
in the NBC studios or out. His mind 
usually is mulling over a program 
idea, a gag, or a new stunt.
On days when the NBC Tuesday 
broadcast originates from Hollywood 
(which is about one out of four, for 
the Hope troupe travels a lot) the 
cast first assembles in a script room 
where the players, sitting around a 
huge table, read their lines, offer sug­
gestions and discuss gag possibilities. 
This process goes on for hours.
When all seems pretty well in 
hand, the cast moves up to the stage 
to try the script on mike. Here Hope 
is at his best. He tries a line, savors 
it like a man testing an untried re­
cipe, then he tries it again. If it 
doesn’t ring true, the gag which came 
from some scripter’s typewriter un­
dergoes a new twist. After many 
changes, if no punch is added, the 
gag goes into the waste basket and a 
new angle is sought.
Bob developed the urge to make 
people laugh at a very early age. His 
first attempts Were modifications of 
the custard pie technique. He discov­
ered that a spoonful of oatmeal flick­
ed at the nearest member of the fam­
ily was considered cute and laugh­
able. But when he tried the effect of 
the whole bowl, he had to change the 
act. (He was two years old at the 
time.)
While most performers don’t like 
to work with actors who ad lib and 
sometimes ignore the script, they en­
joy working with Hope. The answer 
seems to be that, despite hours of 
hectic rehearsal, everything seems to 





Capturing the fascination of people 
and things unusual that appear in the 
newspaper cartoon series of the same 
name, and bringing it to radio for 
Maine listeners is the new Strange As 
It Seems, by John Hix, now broadcast 
weekly on Mondays by WCSH. Spon­
sored by Watkins - Cleansers and 
Furriers - the new recorded series is 
heard 7.30 to 8.00 p. m.
Strange As It Seems was first 
created by Hix for newspaper pub­
lication, and is syndicated to more than 
200 newspapers throughout the world. 
The same artist re-creates his chron­
icle of personalities, things and events 
of unusual character for radio, and 
acts as master of ceremonies.
The episodes brought to the air are 
usually dramatized, sometimes narrat­
ed by Hix. They deal with history, 
mystery, mysticism, adventure, and 
are authentic stories, checked by the 
author’s staff.
Ish Kabibble: My uncle was the 
first man to use one of those pens 
that write under water.
Kay Kyser: That’s interesting. 
I'd like to meet him.
Ish: You can’t. We’re still drag­
ging the lake for him.
—From NBC’s “College of Musi­
cal Knowledge.”
